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Technological debitage analysis can be an aid in assessing discard context,
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INTRODUCTION

Almost since the i of has been observed that multiple hydration rim widths can be
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Prior to working with the obsidian collection from the Lost Hills sites, the senior author held certain assumptions or
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1) from earlier sites red in late preh times due to the reduction in the size
ufpmju‘lllewiuhﬂnuudn:ﬂmufbo-udm},ﬂr of obsidian debitage of a useable size in
Initially, rinds of different widths were seen as an obstacle to of hyels dating. P logis 'nllu.-ndthcmpninrquli&ao{abdﬂuﬁrpmjedﬂnpohﬁ.
over time took readings on the same artifact to try and obtain more accy d rim width the 2) Bipolar reduction was the primary reduction used in the late prehistoric to recycle old pieces of obsidian,
nmll_{ykludjnym EIithSkhmr{anm:dlhﬂmdﬁ]ﬂtrhdhidlhlmmzdﬂjmmﬁnﬂpM Bipolar reduction was not a frequently ased PP ch before late p ic times.
and rense of hnﬂ\f&dl&lmhupuh!mrkpm]ecwe
points. b that ,-..,puhintlﬁmmmdlnhﬂe y brought
there from older sites. Archaeologi " in Central California have been in th nt of th dy of the mdmﬁwhd&ﬁmmm
reuse of obsidian artifacts and the treatment of archacological sites as 1 raw fal sources (see Waechter and Origer DJSCUSS.!’ON
1993 for an excellent averview of some of the carlier literature on this issuc). h g with dian whe do not o i s obelalen s ol 3 s o
ﬁmthmmﬂI;wmeﬁﬁluuuhcﬁns grity due y of hy j i These arethe C Vol Field at China Lak
! v A Naval Weapons Center, the Casa Diablo source at Mammoth Lakes,
and the Queen source on the California-Nevada boarder.
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Beyond & rind widths on one artifact, analysts can be and obtain
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combination of dating, sourcing, and technological analysis can help if specific red
approaches occurred in a certain time period and/or on stone from a specific source.
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The calectl g 16 the archacological work I 1 for study because the senior author observed that indicating reduction on more than date have the same background color in the
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The period between initial reduction and further reduction of a single artifact varied from 6800 years to as little as 107 years.
Most reuse was contained within each of the four time periods with two major exceptions—as noted, one piece was flaked again
after 6800 years and another piece was flaked again after 5800 years. Most reflaking occurred within 800 years of initial
reduction. CA - IEER - 55K, Loseus. 1
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“The distribution of the artifacts over the Locus 1 at CA-KER-5582 exhibited some

patterning. The

locations. The obsidian flaked during the two youngest periods seemed to be
scattered all over the Locus. Also, percussion biface reduction was confined to the
two earliest periods.

CONCLUSIONS
clusi ductive study are 1 at best. The following in ms are offered:

1. The biface Makes ‘were within the size range of dart points. Data from the Coso

quarries suggest that, mm«dmmmmmm“mzlmdﬂ.mmumm tobe

manufactured until about 1400 cal BP. The y ion bifa ]imh Imul BR
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“'"“""“‘“ 11 pi rock. The qualitics of obsidian flakes were desired in lhnurlylhhmuwdlndni-;

bow and arnow times.

3. The patterning within Locus 1suggests that prior to 2800 cal BP the site was a habitation site. After 2000 cal BP the site was
oaly used on a temporary basis. s temporary use may have been as an obsidian quarry.
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