



























































































































































:
:
F

42
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The preceding section has provided a non-comprehensive
overview of basic Modoc and Pit River lifeways from
ethnographic information provided by early informants and
White explorers and settlers. Their accounts include a
distressing description of the region's aboriginal
occupants as they were forced to deal with Whiteé and their
diseases. Results of this contact are evident in
population numbers; for instance, the most commonly-cited
population statistic for the combined aboriginal Atsugewi
and Pit River groups is 3,000 persons, having decreased by
1910 to 1,000, according to U.S. Census data (Kniffen
1928:318; Olmsted and Stewart 1978:234).

. Hudson's Bay Company trappers were the first recorded
visiters to Modoc territory in 1825, initially led by Finén
McDonald (Murray 1959:11). They were also the first to see
Pit River territory in 1827, at that time led by Peter
Skene Odgen. Exploration and trapping expeditions were
followed by prospecting ventures and eventual settlement
around the start of the 1850s. Many of the region's
immigrants had traversed the Warner Mountains on the
Lassen-Applegate Trail and faced Indian raids in
retaliation for this trespass (Wheeler-Voegelin 1974:15).

Following increased skirmishes between Whites and
Indians, combined groups of Atsugewi and Pit River Indians
were sent to the Round Valley Reservation in Mendocino

County in the late 1850s, only to return home within a
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Table 4. Obsidian Hydration Results.

SITE NUMBER |CATALOG NO| ARTIFACT | HYD MEAN | SOURCE
FS-05-09-55-07 09-1921-01 Debitage 25 Blue Mtn.
#17 -02 Debitage NVB Blue Mtn.

-03{ Debitage NVB Blue Mtn.

-04 Debitage 1.2 Blue Mtn.

-05 Debitage 2.2 Blue Mtn.

-06 Debitage 1.1 Blue Mtn.

-07{ Debitage 1.5 Blue Mtn.

-08{ Debitage NVB Blue Mtn.

-09] Debitage NVB Blue Mtn.

-10} Debitage 1.9 Blue Mtn.

N | __________l I [ JU—
FS-05-09-55-151 09-1922-01| Debitage 1.5 Blue Mtn.
#15 -02 Debltage 1.7 Blue Mtn.

-03] Debitage DH -Blue Mtn.

-04 Debitage 14 Blue Mtn.

-05 Debitage 1.8 Blue Mtn.

-06{ Debitage - 1.9 Blue Mtn,

-07] Debitage 3.0 Blue Mtn.

-08] Debitage 25 Blue Mtn,

-09{ Debitage - 1.8 Blue Min.

-10{ :"Debitage :: 20 . - Blue Mtn.

FS-05-09-55-201 09-1668-02] - Debitage - 1.7 Blue Mtn.
#7 -03 D'ebltage - 2.4 Blue Mtn.

-04} Debitage " 1.8 Blue Mtn.

-05] Debitage - 24 Blue Mtn.

-06 Debitage - 3.8 Blue Mtn.

-07§ Debitage 3.0 Blue Mtn.

-08; Debitage NVB Blue Mtn.

-09} Debitage 2.4 Blue Mtn.

-10{ Debitage 1.8 Blue Mtn.

-11] Debitage 2.4 Blue Mtn.










Table 4 (continued). Obsidian Hydration Results.

SITE NUMBER | CATALOG NO| ARTIFACT |[HYD MEAN| SOURCE
Usi'na'dzi'wa 09-2014-01 Debitage 52 ?
#21 -02 Debitage 3.7 ?
03] Debitage 23 Blue Mtn,
-04{ Debitage 3.0 Blue Mm.
-05{ Debitage 74 ?
06 Debitage 2.8 ?
07 Debitage DH Blue Mtn
08 Debitage 33 ?
-09{ Debitage 3.1 ?
-10{ Debitage 75 ?
Lu'kmtsis 09-2015-01 Debitage 38 ?
#22 02§ Debitage 12 ?
03] Debitage 7.1 ?
-04] Debitage 2.6 Blue Mtn,
-05] Debitage 19 Blue Mtn,
-06§ Debitage 3.6 ?
07 Debitage 42 ?
08 Debitage 43 ?
09| Debitage 39 ?
-10{ Debitage 3.7 ?
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